Rostrogordo Picnic Park, Spanish-Moroccan Border, Melilla 2006

Melilla on Morocco’s Mediterranean coast has been held by Spain since 1497. Immediately upon independence from Spain in 1956 Morocco

asserted its claim to Melilla and the second Spanish exclave, Ceuta.
In 1999 the European Union funded an upgrade of the 12-kilometre border defences to stop undocumented immigration. Two parallel fences
up to six metres high are topped with rolls of razor wire and monitored by movement sensors, infrared cameras and watchtowers.

tagesschau.de, 28 August 2000; Der Tagesspiegel, 24 June 2008
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Calle Virgen de Africa, Las Norias, Spain 2009

On 5 February 2000 a 26-year-old Spanish woman was stabbed to death in Santa Maria del Aguila, a village of 9,000 inhabitants in Andalu-
sia. A mentally ill Moroccan fruit-picker was arrested as a suspect. During the following five days, local people hunted immigrants with guns,
attacked their shops, cars and homes, vandalised mosques and prayer rooms and urinated on religious texts. The Red Cross put up tents in the
nearby hills to house fleeing migrants. Not until the third day were the police and Guardia Civil ordered to respond. The worst clashes took
place in Las Norias, where police used tear gas and rubber bullets against about 300 Spaniards armed with baseball bats, sticks and iron bars.
During the unrest 56 people were injured and 22 arrested.

The mayor of El Ejido, himself a greenhouse-owner, called for all foreigners without papers to be deported as quickly as possible. The prime
minister said that people should not take the law into their own hands and the labour minister proposed promoting the integration of the North
African minority. Migrant groups called strikes demanding substantial improvements for workers in the fruit and vegetable sector. During the
main harvesting season every day of lost production cost the employers millions of euros. After almost a week, on 12 February, Moroccan
migrant organisations, employers, trade unions and representatives of the regional government negotiated an agreement to end the strikes.
Promises included compensation and better accommodation.

One year later 42 new housing containers with 300 beds had been set up on land owned and controlled by the agribusinesses. The promised
bus lines to El Ejido had not been established. Compensation was paid to 232 individuals. To this day there is no collective wage agreement.

El Pais online, no. 1375, 7 February 2000; Manuscript of radio feature on SWR 2, 22 July 2003, 10:05 a.m.; Nicholas Bell, “El Ejido, 10
Jahre danach”, Archipel 180 (March 2010), http://www.forumcivique.org/de/artikel/el-ejido-10-jahre-danach



Ferry Crossing, Melilla-Almeria, Mediterranean 2009

On 10 January 2009, I made the seven-hour crossing from North Africa to Europe, travelling on the Juan J. Sister from the Spanish enclave
of Melilla in Morocco to Almeria in Spain. The ticket cost €19.20.

According to the Italian organisation Fortress Europe, at least 14,714 migrants died attempting to enter to Europe between 1988 and 2007.
Of these, at least 10,740 are believed to have drowned in the Mediterranean and Atlantic en route to Spain.

Spain/Morocco trip, January 2009; Der Spiegel, 7 May 2008; Fortress Europe press release, 10 February 2010



Ladders, Melilla, Spain 2006

In autumn 2005, after it became known that the Spanish government intended to strengthen security measures at the Spanish enclave of Meli-

Ila, hundreds of migrants came to the border fence every day attempting to scale it with home-made ladders.

According to eyewitness reports, the Guardia Civil used stun guns, tear gas, rubber bullets and live ammunition. At least fourteen migrants
lost their lives, bleeding to death in the razor-wire of the border fence or shot dead by soldiers — according to the Spanish government from
the Moroccan side.

A spokesman for the aid organisation Fundacion Prodein said he believed that the government had intentionally left the ladders on show to

justify its use of force against what it presented as an “unstoppable avalanche of immigrants”.
Later the same year, the EU announced it would give Morocco €40 million, largely for policing and border security.

Der Spiegel, 27 September 2005; interview with José Palazén of Fundacion Prodein in Melilla on 6 January 2009



Cave, Melilla 2009

While showing me round Melilla, Ahmed O. took me to see the caves and plastic shelters where undocumented immigrants live. Ahmed
arrived in Melilla as a teenager, and lived in a state-run hostel for unaccompanied refugee minors until he turned eighteen.

Human rights organisations complain that the authorities often fail to inform minors of their right to apply for Spanish citizenship within
two years of registration. As a consequence they lose their legal status when they come of age.

Ahmed O. has been trying in vain to obtain a residence permit. He has no work permit and lives under plastic sheeting not far from the
hostel.

Tour with Ahmed O. on 7 January 2009; e-mail from José Palazon of Fundacion Prodein, 28 January 2010



Playa de los Lances, Tarifa, Spain 2009

A boat carrying twenty-three undocumented Moroccan immigrants sank at Tarifa in a severe storm on 1 November 1988. The bodies of ten
who drowned were washed up on the beach at Los Lances. Nine remain missing and there were four survivors.

A boat with more than thirty people on board sank near Tarifa on 15 September 1997. Six passengers survived, fourteen corpses were found
on Playa de los Lances and an unknown number of people were lost at sea.

El Pais, 2 November 1988 and 16 September 1997



Orange Grove, Rosarno, Italy 2010

In January 2010 the price obtained by Calabrian fruit-growers for Moro and Navel oranges was five euro cents per kilogram. They pay their
mostly illegally employed and undocumented African and Eastern European seasonal workers between €20 and €25 for a day’s work. Depen-
ding on the variety and the state of the trees a worker can pick between four and seven hundred kilograms of oranges in a day. Because the
business is no longer profitable, many farmers now leave the fruit to rot.

During the 2009-10 harvesting season between four and five thousand migrants were living in and around Rosarno, most of them in aban-
doned buildings or plastic shelters, without running water or toilets. On 7 January 2010 local youths with an air-gun fired at African orange-
pickers returning from work and injured two of them. The ensuing demonstration by migrant workers ended in severe clashes with parts of
the local population in which cars were set on fire and shop windows smashed. Accommodation used by seasonal workers was torched and
hundreds fled, fearing the angry mob or deportation by the authorities.

On 9 January 2010, under police protection from jeering onlookers, about eight hundred Africans were bussed out to emergency accommoda-
tion in Crotone and Bari.

A Season in Hell: MSF Report on the Conditions of Migrants Employed in the Agricultural Sector in Southern Italy, January 2008; tages-
schau.de, 10 January 2010; interviews with orange farmers and seasonal labourers in and around Rosarno, 27—29 January 2010



Vendicari Nature Reserve, Italy 2010

On 27 October 2007 a couple taking a walk found several shoes washed up on a beach in the nature reserve of Vendicari. In the following

days seventeen corpses were found there.

On their own initiative the two Germans obtained a list of the names of the dead from the investigating commissioner, contacted the relatives
in Egypt and Palestine and arranged for a Muslim funeral to be held. About one hundred people attended the ceremony officiated by the
imam of Catania on 1 November 2008, including relatives of the dead and local police. The events led to the founding of Borderline Sicilia.

RagusaNews.com, 24 October 2008; interview with journalist Roman Herzog in Noto, 23 January 2010



Petrol Station, near Szeged, Hungary 2009

Four Afghans were detained at an abandoned petrol station at 7.30 a.m. on 24 September 2009. They asked for asylum and stated that they
had left Pakistan five months earlier, each having paid €7,800 to a smuggler who brought them to Serbia via Greece.

According to Hungarian police, traffickers send migrants to hide and wait in places like these knowing full well that the police are likely to
find them there. Once they had received their money, the police said, they did not care what happened to the migrants. In 2008 1,092 mig-

rants and 54 smugglers were detained by police in the county of Csongrad.

Csongrad police headquarters records for 24 September 2009, Szeged; interview with the head of police for
the county of Csongrad, Szeged, 7 October 2009



Hunting hide, between Beregsurany and Tarpa, Hungary 2009

According to the commander of Beregsurany border post, cooperation with the population is superb: regular meetings are held with local
mayors and citizens are well-informed and keen to help the border police. As the area is a hunting region, he says, certain areas are complete-
ly covered by hunters’ night scopes during the hunting season.

Interview on 3 November 2009, Beregsurany border post



Maize Field, near Zahony, Hungary 2009

On 25 June 2007 three smugglers and twenty-eight Moldovan citizens were detained in a maize field between Zahony and Zsurk after cros-
sing the River Tisza in a line of rubber dinghies and passing the Ukrainian-Hungarian frontier between border stones 356 and 357. According
to the police each of the detained persons had paid the smugglers between $1,200 and $1,500. Because they had entered Ukraine legally they
were immediately deported back there.

Records of Zahony border post, 25 June 2007



Refugee Hostel, Debrecen, Hungary 2009

On 11 June 2008, five Afghan asylum-seekers climbed a thirty-metre transmitter beside the reception centre where they had been living

for many months and threatened to jump off, while fifty others started a sit-in. They were protesting against the slowness of the Hungarian
authorities in dealing with their cases.

A spokeswoman of the Helsinki Committee said that the demonstrators had already received the newly established “subsidiary protection”
status several months earlier. This gives legal residence to persons who fail to meet the official criteria for asylum but are considered to be at
serious risk if deported.

The demonstrators were demanding official documentation of their status, which they needed to find work and get insurance. The asylum-
seekers left the mast after negotiations with the authorities and received the papers they had been asking for two weeks later.

Report OBH 3339/2008 by the Hungarian Parliamentary Commissioner for Civil Rights, 18 December 2008;
Helsinki Committee, e-mail dated 9 April 2010



Railway Halt, Marasia, Greece 2011

After crossing the Turkish-Greek border in the Evros region, undocumented migrants wait at nearby railway stations to get picked up by
Frontex forces.

According to human rights organisations, the Greek border police structurally impede the submission of asylum applications, deport migrants
straight back to Turkey or detain them in overcrowded reception centres.

Eurostat reports that at the end of October 2010 the Greek authorities were holding 54,145 unprocessed asylum applications. About 2 percent
of processed applications are accepted.

Human Rights Watch, report of 26 November 2008; Eurostat (as of 31 October 2010)



Attiki Square, Athens, Greece 2011

Athens lacks a proper asylum system and its reception centres are overcrowded, leaving several thousand homeless migrants, including
many women and children, living in parks, under bridges and in abandoned buildings.

At the beginning of October 2010 residents of St. Panteleimon and Attiki formed a militant vigilante group, the “Citizens of Athens”, to
“take back” their neighbourhoods. Severe attacks on Afghan families ensued.

On 8 October several hundred citizens of Athens held a peaceful demonstration on Attiki Square to show solidarity with the refugees and
protest against the vigilantes. Police attacked with batons as the protest ended, seriously injured several Afghans.

Die Zeit, 5 February 2010; Welcome to Europe, 5 October 2010; clandestinenglish, 8 October 2010






Eleftherios Venizelos Avenue, Athens, Greece 2011

In November 2010 a group of Afghan refugees set up camp in front of the Propylaea of the National Technical University of Athens,
demanding that their asylum applications be processed. Under the Asylum Law police were unable to enter the university grounds to evict
them. After collecting ten thousand signatures, organising a hunger strike and repeatedly taking their demands to the Ministry of Citizen
Protection, the demonstrators were promised their applications would be approved by the beginning of March 2011.

Interview with the spokesman of the Afghan group on 29 April 2011



Just Past the Border, Kastanies, Greece 2011

Before permitting me to pass into Greece on 17 April 2011 the border guard at the Kastanies crossing asked whether | was travelling round
the world.

The River Evros marks the border between European Turkey and north-eastern Greece, but meanders into Turkish territory east of the village
of Kastanies. Here two bridges allow migrants to cross the river unhindered. In order to prevent them from passing the subsequent land fron-
tier, the Greek government is planning to build a 12.5-kilometre fence. At the Greek government’s request Frontex deployed a Rapid Border
Intervention Team (RABIT) to boost security at the frontier from October 2010 to March 2011, bringing together border police from across
the EU and Schengen-associated states. This mission was superseded by Joint Operation Poseidon Land.

Washington Post, 4 November 2010; Frontex press release, 29 November 2010; Faz Net, 25 October 2011



Campsite, Haramida, Lesbos, Greece 2011

In August 2009 about fve hundred activists travelled to Lesbos to participate in workshops and discuss “Facets of the European Border

Regime” at the No Border camp in Haramida.

One of the demonstrations organised from the camp was to the Pagani detention centre, a disused warehouse on the outskirts of Mytilene. In
summer 2009 this facility held up to one thousand migrants, including numerous children and adolescents, under conditions that the Greek
Deputy Minister of Public Order later described as “worse than Dante’s Inferno”. Activists from Welcome to Europe managed to smuggle in
a video camera which a group of young detainees used to make a flm (later published online).

The detention centre was closed in November 2009 following repeated hunger strikes and protests.

Pro Asyl news, 2 November 2009; New York Times, 18 November 2009; Die Zeit, 5 February 2010



Igoumenitsa Ferry Port, Greece 2011

As | waited for the Igoumenitsa to Ancona ferry, a crowd of several hundred angry residents blockaded the access road to the port, deman-
ding “a town worth living in” and an end to the “siege of the illegals™ living on the hillside overlooking the port.

Over a period of several hours while the demonstration was taking place the Greek police fred tear gas at the migrants and their makeshift
shelters. At times the air was so thick with tear gas that travellers queueing for the ferry were unable to leave their vehicles.

Day 21, 3 May 2011, Igoumenitsa
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